
Welcome to the 
Year 7 Parent 
Information Evening



Year 7 Pastoral Team
• We do not give out 

our individual email 
addresses.

• When you email 
info@guiseleyschool.
org.uk, your email is 
forwarded onto all 3 
of us.

mailto:info@guiseleyschool.org.uk
mailto:info@guiseleyschool.org.uk


1. Check and sign your child's planner

• The planner is a record of their homework, 
stamps and negative comments. 

• The notes section on the weekly planner page 
is also the quickest method of communicating 
with your child’s form tutor and teachers.

• You need to sign your child’s planner and
reading log at the end of each week.



2. Log onto INSIGHT



2. Log onto INSIGHT



3. Support the ‘at home’ routines



3. Support the ‘at home’ routines

‘Pack our bag the night before, completing an 
equipment, planner and book check’



3. Support the ‘at home’ routines



4. Encourage attendance at co-curricular 
activities

• You have been emailed a digital copy of our    
Co-Curricular Activities booklet.

• You can also find a copy on our website.

• Most activities take place from 3-4pm.

• Some activities take place at lunch time. 



Reading



Why is reading so important? 

• It improves academic results

• It helps students understand and access difficult texts 
inside and outside school

• It widens vocabulary 

• It helps mental wellbeing

• It improves sleep patterns 

• Learn about other people and cultures and experiences 



The national picture: National Literacy Trust 
Survey 2023

• Just 2 in 5 (43.4%) children and young people aged 8 to 18 
said they enjoyed reading in their free time in 2023. This is 
the lowest level since 2005

• Fewer than 3 in 10 (28.0%) children and young people aged 8 
to 18 said that they read daily in 2023.

• There has been a 26% decrease in the number of children 
and young people aged 8 to 18 who read daily in their free 
time since 2005



Guiseley School’s approach to reading 

Improving reading skills:

Decoding 

Fluency 

Comprehension 

Creating independent readers:

Building personal reading habits

Finding the right books 

Engaging students with stories 



How do we help students to become 
‘independent readers’?
• A reading book is part of the school equipment – students should have one 

with you every day

• Private reading is part of form time

• Reading is part of their homework 

• The library is open for all year groups during the week 

• We give book recommendations to help students choose the right books 

• We celebrate reading success 
• Our school community read for over 300,000 minutes this holiday as part of the 

Guiseley School Summer Reading challenge
• Guiseley School’s Team won their regional heat in the Literacy Trust’s National 

Reading Champions Quiz and came 6th in the national final in London in 2022
• Prizes for students who read over 5000 pages 



Page  17 of the planner 



Reading lessons and interventions

• All Year 7 students have one 50 minute reading lesson a week in English
• 10 mins private reading
• 40 mins with a class reader

• Class readers for Year 7 are all ‘epic journeys and quests’:
• The Odyssey by  Geraldine McCaughrean 
• Life of Pi by Yann Martel 
• Treasure Island by Robert Louis Stevenson

• Reading tests have been completed for students to determine any 
interventions
• Short intervention programmes targeted at needs – phonics, fluency, 

comprehension
• We will write to you to let you know if your child is involved in intervention  



What’s the impact? 

Year 7 2023-24

• Reading below average 
decreased by 3%

• Reading above average rose by 
7%

• 62% of students made 
accelerated progress in reading  
over the year (rising to 88% in 
our intervention cohorts)  

• 25% of Year 7 students now 
have reading ages of 17+, up 
from 12.5% 

• 43% of Year 8 students now 
have reading ages of 17+ up 
from 31% 

• 56% of Year 9 students now 
have reading ages of 17+ up 
from 42% 



How help your child’s reading at home

• Time and space to read – build routines 

• Talk to them about what they are reading in and out of school

• Read together 

• Encourage reading for pleasure and not just for function

• Audiobooks

• Book of the month 

• Book lists

National Literacy Trust Survey 2023: Nearly three times as many children and young people 
who perceived their reading environment to be supportive said they enjoyed reading 
compared with those who perceived it to be less supportive (63.9% vs. 25.4%), while twice 
as many read daily in their free time (41.7% vs. 17.7%)



For more information, book recommendations, 
access to the library catalogue… 

https://www.guiseleyschool.org.uk/reading 

https://www.guiseleyschool.org.uk/reading


Teaching and 
Learning



Assessment Weeks

Assessment Week 1 Assessment Week 2

Year 7 Week commencing Monday 13 January Week commencing Monday 9 June



Knowledge Organisers



Maths Groups

• Students are put into maths groups based on ability

• We use data from the KS2 SATs and the primary 
school teacher information to formulate groups.

• Regardless of which group your child is in, the 
content covered is the same.

• Maths groups can change at any point during the 
year based on teacher assessment in lessons or 
based on data from the year 7 assessment 
windows.



How do I know what they are supposed to do?
• 15 minutes of 

reading

• 30 minutes per 
timetabled subject

• Where there is only 
1 subject, students 
should revise using 
their Knowledge 
Organiser



Common Questions
• What do we do if we do not have access to a computer?
• Students can access Teams and the VLE on their phones and access SPARX 

and Carousel Learning via these platforms.
• Homework club is in F111 every night from 3-4pm.

• What if my child has not written the homework in their planner?
• Students can check their class’ Teams page using the log in details stuck into 

their planner.

• What do we do if my child cannot log onto SPARX or Carousel Learning?
• Both have a ‘Sign in with Microsoft’ option when accesses via the VLE which 

allows students to log in using the details stuck in their planner.



Behaviour and 
Safeguarding



• Attendance

• Punctuality

• Uniform

• Equipment

• Respect

• Attitude to Learning

Expectations at Secondary School



• To be the best version of yourself, every day

• High Support       

• High Challenge 

Ethos:





• Stamps issued in class

• Clean Slate bonus

• 100% attendance for a week bonus

• Praise phone call

• ‘Being Guiseley’ Praise Emails

• Certificates / Postcards / Badges

• Termly celebration assemblies 

• Annual awards evenings

• Guiseley Honours

• and much much more….. 

Rewards:



Attendance matters…..





Online Safety: Year 7 



Social Networking…
• Minimum age recommendation: 

• Facebook: 13
• Instagram: 13
• Snapchat: 13
• Tiktok: 13
• Whatsapp: 14

• We don’t expect Year 7 students to have 
social media accounts… 

• But where they do, we have to be 
prepared to teach our children how to 
stay safe… 



Advice for parents… 
• Mobile phones are a significant 

safeguarding risk to children

• Socials media is the single biggest 
source of bullying

• Don’t be afraid to monitor, block, 
unfriend and remove

• Friend your child – see what they 
are sharing with the world



Advice for parents:
• Limit screen time

• Befriend your child

• Know who they are friends with…

• Monitor their socials…

• Monitor their photos / videos…

• Monitor their deleted files… 

• Be wary of devices in the bedroom

Some useful links: 
• https://saferinternet.org.uk/
• www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents
• https://www.ceop.police.uk/Safety-Centre/

http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents
http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents
https://www.ceop.police.uk/Safety-Centre/
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