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1. Check and sign your child's planner

• The planner is a record of their homework, 
stamps and negative comments. 

• The notes section on the weekly planner page 
is also the quickest method of communicating 
with your child’s form tutor and teachers.

• You need to sign your child’s planner and 
reading log at the end of each week.



2. Support the ‘at home’ routines



3. Support the ‘at home’ routines



4. Encourage attendance at co-curricular 
activities

• You have been emailed a digital copy of our    
Co-Curricular Activities booklet.

• You can also find a copy on our website.

• Most activities take place from 3-4pm.

• Some activities take place at lunch time. 



Attendance
 



Attendance nudge… 

Raise your child’s attendance, - Raise their Chances!

What does good attendance 
mean?

As a birthday treat Dennis has 
gone shopping, he’s in Year 10 
and has 90% attendance

Is this good?



Attendance nudge… 
90% attendance in one school year = 4 whole weeks of lessons 
missed!
Research (DfES) 
strongly suggests 
there is a direct 
relationship between 
attendance to school 
& achievement



Attendance nudge… 
90% attendance = 4 whole weeks of lessons missed!

What impact might this have on Dennis?

Research suggests that 17 missed school 
days a year = GCSE grade DROP in 
achievement. (DfES)

So, 90% Attendance is not as good as it 
first seemed

The greater the attendance the greater the achievement.



What could 
Dennis’ potential 
earnings look like?

Please help us and 
your child by 
ensuring their 
attendance remains 
above 95% allowing 
them to achieve their 
potential



Careers
 



Careers in Year 10 All students will shortly complete a survey regarding their aspirations 
and ‘next steps’. 

During Year 10 students will have the opportunity to …

• Meet with our external Careers Advisor to produce a personalised Action Plan and/or receive Careers guidance

• Access College / Apprenticeship application support

• Access Careers advice and information via Unifrog & Microsoft Teams

• Access to the Careers Hub via student VLE

• Access mock interview support

• Meet with Guest speakers (VIPs- Very Interesting People)

• Be provided with information regarding College, University trips and open days

• Be provided with CV and interview advice via their fortnightly designated careers lesson

If you or your child require any 
further information on any of 

this content/advice please 
contact 

Mrs Khan via 
info@guiseley.org.uk

mailto:info@guiseley.org.uk


Student Expectations



Attitude to Learning :

Every lesson matters………

Attitude to Learning Score

Year 9 2023-24 3.64

Year 10 2024-25 to date 3.54



KS3 --> KS4:
Culture:

• Climate for Learning

• Attitude to Learning

Organisation:

• Workload

• Deadlines

Support:

• Accept help

• Communicate if you are struggling 



Curriculum Leaders



English
Ms Thompson



English Overview

• Students will be entered for 2 GCSEs:

- ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

- ENGLISH LITERATURE

• Students will sit 2 exams for each award.

• There is no written coursework element for either course. 



English Literature

Texts Studied:

- A Christmas Carol

- Macbeth

- Power and Conflict Poetry

- An Inspector Calls

- Unseen Poetry

All students study the same texts. 

Power and Conflict Poetry 
anthologies are provided by the 
examination board. 

All other texts will be available to buy 
through the school. 



English Language

• These examinations are ‘unseen’, meaning the extracts used are not 
ones studied in advance.

• For this exam, we teach students the knowledge and practice the 
skills they need to approach an unseen text with confidence.

• This exam tests reading and writing. The more you can encourage your 
child to read at home, the better they will understand how writing is 
crafted for purpose. Reading a range of fiction and non-fiction texts is 
essential. 



English Language – Spoken Language Endorsement.
• The Spoken Language Endorsement (SLE) is an endorsed component of the course 

covering spoken language. This is a compulsory element. Students pick a topic of 
interest and deliver a short presentation to their peers.

• They will be assessed on the content and organization of their presentation, 
delivery and how they respond to questions.

• The SLE is reported as a separate grade (Pass, Merit, Distinction or Not Classified). 

• Whilst it does not contribute to the result of the English Language qualification (the 
grade your child achieves) it will be on their certificate.

• The SLE will be assessed at the end of Y10. Please support your child by reassuring 
and encouraging them with this part of the course.



English Groupings

• Students are grouped on academic performance – this involved 
reviewing assessments and performance throughout Y9.

• Following each assessment cycle, groupings will be reviewed to 
consider whether individual students need to be moved. Should we 
believe a move is in the best interest of the child, we will communicate 
this to you. 

• All groups study the same texts and schemes with suitable 
differentiation and challenge in terms of delivery. We help all students 
aspire to achieve their very best no matter what group they are in.



English Revision

Supporting your child with English revision at home:

• Ask your child what they have been studying / reading. This can be in class or 
independently. Get them to explain plot, characters and express their opinions on 
texts. 

• Watch versions of the literature texts together. If this is done with an understanding 
it is NOT a replacement of reading the text, it can help stimulate discussions about 
the text. 

• Have students read a range of non-fiction texts e.g. newspapers, articles, blogs etc.

• Monitor online revision.
• Encourage students to access knowledge organisers on Teams. 

• Purchase revision guides and workbooks to help guide revision at home.



Why is reading so important in Year 10? 

• It improves all academic results (not just 
English)

• It helps students understand and access 
difficult texts inside and outside school

• It widens vocabulary 

• It helps mental wellbeing 

• It improves sleep patterns



How do we help Year 10 students become ‘readers’?

• A reading book is part of the school equipment – students 
should have one with them every day

• Private reading is part of form time so reading habits are built

• Students have lots of recommendations for books 

• Reading is part of their homework (average of 15 minutes a 
day)

• Students must fill in their reading log planner pages each week 

• Parents must sign page 23 of their planners each week to 
show they have completed their reading homework



How can you support your child’s reading?
• Talk to them about what they are reading, both in and out of 

school

• Build reading habits and routines with them 
• Set aside reading time

• Replace phones at bedtime with books – they will sleep better!

• Encourage a range of ways to read:
• Graphic novels

• Audiobooks

• Autobiographies

• Go to our reading webpage for book recommendations 
https://www.guiseleyschool.org.uk/reading  

https://www.guiseleyschool.org.uk/reading


Maths
Mrs Moore



The maths GCSE is assessed at the end of Year 11 

• Assessment is in the form of 3 exams
• 1 Non-calculator exam
• 2 Calculator exams

Maths GCSE



• AQA exam board

• Tiered:

- Foundation tier goes from Grade 1 to 5

- Higher tier goes from Grade 4 to 9

Maths GCSE



Grade 5 on foundation = 79%  

Grade 5 on Higher = 38%

Tiers of Entry



Systems in maths – how we identify 
gaps and what we do about them (and 

how you can help!)

• At the end of each unit of work we do a mini 
assessment

• Students mark these, teachers then collect 
them in.

• We fill in an analysis grid





What you can do…..



What if students get stuck?

If students get stuck on a question, they can click ‘watch video’. This then shows 
a 1 minute video showing someone answering this particular question. Students 
should watch this, make notes and then try the question again.



We have also linked this to revision and gap analysis of 
the big assessments.

The revision list contains the topics that students will be 
tested on in their next assessment. Next to each topic is 
the Sparx Independent Learning Task Code

The Sparx 
independent 
learning task code 
tells you which 
video and tasks 
correspond to this 
particular 
question on the 
Sparx learning 
platform. 



After the assessment…..
The front cover of all our big assessments contains the topic that each 
question tests and the Sparx independent learning code for this topic.

Instead of their usual homework students will be asked to take their 
assessments home and complete the independent learning that is relevant to 
them. We will plan re-teach lessons based on the class data in a manner 
similar to the mini assessments.



Equipment:

Make sure students have the correct equipment for lessons

Protractor and compass
Scientific calculator - Casio

Pencil and ruler



SCIENCE
Andrew Watson



6 Science Exams

All students follow the Combined pathway until Spring-bank in Year 10, we will 
then select appropriate students to move to the Triple pathway.



What do I need to know?

How do I know I know?



Subjects

Subjects → 



Subjects → Science →   



Subjects → Science → Year 10 →    



Subjects → Science → Year 10 →     



Science 
Curriculum 
2024/2025

Intent Statement

Rationale

Spiral Curriculum

Science Curriculum Map







Knowledge Organiser Year 10 GCSE Science Energy

Energy is always conserved

Threshold Concepts in Energy 

Work is done when energy is transferred

Key Words Definitions

Energy stores
Energy that can be stored for use later e.g. Kinetic, 

chemical,  internal (thermal), gravitational potential, elastic 
potential, magnetic, electrostatic, nuclear 

System An object or group of objects

Useful Energy The energy we want to get out of a device e.g. for a car it 
would be kinetic energy

Dissipate Waste e.g. heat energy is dissipated from a light bulb as we 
only want light energy to be usefully transferred.

Lubricant A method of enabling moving parts to move across each 
other without dissipating as much heat energy e.g. oil, 

WD40

Streamlining The design of a machine to create less air resistance.

Radiation Electromagnetic waves

Conduction The method of heat transfer in a solid

Insulator A poor conductor

The Law of Conservation of Energy

Energy can be transferred usefully, stored or dissipated, but cannot be created or 
destroyed

Energy Definition Formula

Kinetic Energy Energy stored by a moving 
object

KE = ½ x mass x (speed)2

KE = ½ mv2

Elastic Potential 
Energy

Energy stored by a stretched or 
squashed elastic object.

EPE = ½ x spring constant x extention2

EPE = ½ ke2

[GIVEN IN EXAM]

Gravitational 
Potential Energy

Energy gained by an object 
raised above the ground.

GPE = mass x gravitational field strength x 
height

GPE = mgh

Work Done Work is done whenever a force 
moves an object.

Work done = energy changed

WD = Force x distance moved (in the 
direction of the force)

WD = Fs

Power The rate of changing energy (or 
doing work)

Power = Energy Changed / time
Power = work Done / time 

P = E = WD
      t       t

Efficiency A measure of the useful energy 
transferred. 

Efficiency = Useful Energy Transferred x 100
          Total Energy Supplied

Specific Heat 
Capacity

The energy 
needed to raise 
a 1kg of a 

substance by 1ᵒC

Change in thermal energy = mass X specific 
heat capacity X temperature change

E = mcΔƟ

[GIVEN IN EXAM]

Measurement Prefixeskm

Efficiency



Revision Guides and 
cards 

Trilogy (Combined)
£6.15
£10.45 per pack

Triple
£9.70 all three

  £5.55 per pack

How do I learn it?

Finance through PARENT PAY



October Costs     
(approx.)

Combined £7.95
Triple £15.95





Cognito
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